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prosaic and harsh in his judgment of his predecessors.
Now Mr. Bray clearly did not stand for the minor
prophet. George Eliot was far too loyal to her
friends not to "be a little blind to their defects; and
Bray was a man of real sense and ability. Yet the
"minor prophet" was a kind of inferior Bray, and
among his disciples and colleagues there were plenty
of people who showed the ugly side of scientific
arrogance and the readiness to substitute a tune upon
" scrannel pipes " for the pathetic if imperfect music
of the older creeds. George Eliot desired to sympa-
thise with these leaders of progress, but contempt for
the past jarred most painfully upon her feelings, and
seemed treasonable to the best human affections. The
intensely tender and sensitive nature which prompted
her longing for some " woman's mission" made her
shrink from too close an alliance with the iconoclasts
who would indiscriminately condemn things sacred to
her memory.ur low content.
